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this is, fortunately, so expensive that it is absolutely
beyond their reach. The Kan-su people are a gentle, Mnd-
hearted set, ready to oblige, and honest withal; and, though
they have, like all mankind, certain objectionable traits,
among which procrastination is the most provoking, I
hold them to be the pleasantest people in China.
After leaving Lung-te we followed a stony gorge for
about twenty miles, and came to the town of Hui-ning,
where there is a large number of convicts. They roamed
about the streets and in the inns, with heavy iron chains
around their legs and iron collars on their necks; some of
them, who had tried to escape, with logs of wood fastened
to one leg. None seemed in the least ashamed of these
ornaments, and all took their punishments with the usual
Chinese stoicism.
On the way down the valley leading to this town, I had
repeatedly asked passers-by the name of the stream which
flowed through it, but had received no satisfactory answer.
At the inn at Hui-ning it was my first question to the inn-
keeper, and then I learnt that its name was nothing less
than Ch'i-shih-ehr-tao chiao-pu-kan ho," Seventy-two-ar-
rived-with-f eet-not-dry River." I must admit that I thought
I was being hoaxed, but on consulting an excellent Chinese
guide-book I found that it spoke of this river or rivulet
as the Shih-tzu ho or " String-of-eharacters River." The
name given me unquestionably meeting with all the re-
quirements of length, I duly entered it on the list of rivers
of China,
An-ting Hsien, through which we next passed, is in the
center of a broad and fertile valley of loess formation.
The population of the adjacent villages is smaller than
one would expect, and much fallow soil is met with, but
the people havp a much more prosperous appearance than